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Loyola Public Interest Law Reporter

MANY STILL EXPERIENCING
THE TERRIFYING EFFECTS
OF KATRINA

By CLEMON ASHLEY

It has been more than one year since Hurricane Katrina tore New Orleans to
pieces.! Countless were left homeless; and some people were left without food
or water for days.” The disarray and tragic outcomes highlighted the govern-
ment’s disorganization and unprepared nature, while also uncovering the stark
poverty of the region.? In the past year, local communities continue to adjust
to the impact of “Katrina homeless,” while local, state and federal government

officials struggle to identify and implement strategies and initiatives to address
the problem.
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Hurricane Katrina exacerbated the effects of homelessness. “Katrina destroyed
more than 200,000 homes in Louisiana- three times as many homes in Louisi-
ana as it did in other affected states,” said Stephanie Landrieu Allen, Press
Secretary for U.S. Senator Mary Landrieu of Louisiana.*

Congresswoman Cynthia McKinney (D-GA) warned that a new underclass of
“Katrina Homeless” was born in the wake of the damage.> “As many as 7,000
Louisiana citizens are still living in Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) trailers and have not yet been able to rebuild,” said Henry Bass, Su-
pervisor of the Baton Rouge Crisis Intervention Center.® “In February of next
year they will be shut off” and evicted from FEMA housing, said Bass.”

As a result of the hurricanes, Baton Rouge, an area estimated to have received
130,000 evacuees, is suffering from a massive housing shortage.® Other effects
include rent increases.’ “If landlords could get $325 a month before, they now
can get $500 a month for apartments” according to Randy Nichols, Executive
Director of the Capital Area Alliance for the Homeless in Baton Rouge.®

Baton Rouge saw an explosion in housing inquiries and requests for rental
assistance. The local call assistance line experienced a two-fold increase in call
volume, from 35-50 calls to over a 100 calls a day requesting general housing
assistance.'’

Katrina shifted the homeless population not only in-state, but also out-of-state,
most notably to Illinois. Chicago absorbed more Katrina evacuees, approxi-
mately 5800, than any location outside the South, and the effort to situate
each of them in stable conditions required a feat of massive coordination
among the city’s social service communities.'?

More than a dozen agencies, including the Salvation Army and the Chicago
Department of Human Services, teamed together to offer services such as
household start-up subsidies, transportation, food and transitional jobs.'® But
challenges remain. One year after the Chicago relief effort began; FEMA has
yet to reimburse anything for the services provided to evacuees.** The costs to
the Chicago agencies that provided services have yet to be determined.

International efforts are taking place to address the lingering effects of Katrina.
Qatar, a small oil-rich country in the Persian Gulf, is assisting New Orleans
with a $2 million contribution to repair the facilities of 11 New Orleans agen-
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cies that aid the homeless.’> Just last May, Qatar sent $61 million to help in
the recovery from Hurricane Katrina.'®

Martha Kegel, Executive Director of a consortium called UNITY of Greater
New Orleans, noted that the funds are greatly needed given the increase in the
homeless population in New Orleans.””” The money will be used to repair
damaged buildings that provided housing to homeless people before the
storm.'®  The large numbers of hurricane evacuees can now be adequately

housed alongside residents who were homeless prior to Katrina.'?

Local and smaller scale efforts include the reopening of the Duvernay Resi-
dence in New Orleans, part of a Coming Back Home Initiative by Volunteers
of America.?® Volunteers of America is an organization that focuses on provid-
ing low-income families with a decent affordable place to live.>* This 70-unit
residence the nonprofit built marks the beginning towards a goal of creating
more than 1,000 affordable housing rental units in the aftermath of Katrina.*

Not only are local relief efforts underway, national efforts are also taking place
in Washington, D.C. Senator Mary Landrieu (D-LA) is sponsoring legislation
authorizing cost-effective modular housing.”> The Natural Disaster Housing
Reform Act of 2006, S. 2983, would designate Housing and Urban Develop-
ment as the lead federal agency on housing for disasters resulting from long-
term housing needs.**

Although the bill provides no funding allocation or provision, it affords that
the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development shall, in coordinating and
administering housing assistance, consult with the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity, the Director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, and such
other heads of Federal agencies as may be appropriate.>> The bill is currently
under consideration by the Committee on Banking, Housing and Urban

Affairs.?®

Senator Landrieu considers the biggest economic issue for the future of Louisi-
ana and the Gulf Coast to be the availability of comprehensive insurance for
homeowners and businesses.”” According to the Louisiana Insurance Commis-
sion, insurance premiums are increasing by more than 22 percent.?®
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Additionally, housing advocate Bass said “we should not forget about the nor-

mal underserved population we have. There have not been any funds for
them.”??
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